Evaluation of independent-living programs.
The program report that states must submit to the federal government under the federal Title IV-E Independent-Living Initiative is, in essence, a program evaluation report and will require comprehensive program and evaluation data to complete. Because the program report will be a key factor in determining the future of this federal initiative, it is important that states improve their information system capability to generate the range of necessary data. This article offers detailed suggestions for ways in which states could establish their independent-living program information systems to produce program and evaluation data; and presented two examples of approaches to evaluating the Title IV-E independent-living program, one in Pennsylvania and another in Texas. These states were selected for the purpose of illustrating two different approaches and not necessarily for the presentation of exemplary evaluation practices.